Can you show me the way to the South
Pole?
Year 5/6 – Bodiam, Hastings and Arundel
Key Vocabulary – with definitions

Timeline of events / Key locations within topic

Polar – relating to the North or South Pole

1911 – Norwegian Roald Amundson and Captain

Arctic – relating to the regions around the
North Pole

Scott race to the South Pole

Antarctic – relating to the South Polar
region or Antarctica
Climate – the weather conditions prevailing
in an area in general or over a long period

1914 – 1916 – Ernest Shackleton attempts to
cross Antarctica but is forced to abandon the
Endurance when it is crushed in the ice of the
Weddell Sea.

Climate change – a change in global or
regional climate patterns
Other Information
Expedition – a journey undertaken by a
group of people for a particular purpose,
especially that of exploration or research
Explorer – a person who explores a new or
unfamiliar area
Survival – continuing to exist, in spite of
difficult circumstances
Achievements – something done
successfully with effort, skill or courage

Our topic will combine both Geography and History.
In Geography the children will use their map reading skills to identify
where the Polar Regions are located on Earth. They will research the
climates of the Arctic and Antarctica and the physical features that can
be found in each location. The children will learn how humans,
animals and plants have adapted to survive in a cold climate. They will
investigate the impact of climate change on the Polar Regions and
what we can do to help.
In History the children will use the questioning skills to research polar
exploration. This will involve investigating a polar base camp that has
been set up in school! The children will learn about Ernest Shackleton
and his challenges and achievements and place the key events he
experienced on a timeline. They will use primary historical sources
(such as photographs) to plan and prepare for a polar expedition and
then write a recount from the point of view of a polar explorer.

English

Dates for your diary.
These are the expectations:
 Reading every day
 Spellings – we will have new
patterns to learn and
practise every two weeks
 Making sure the recall of x/÷
facts up to 12 x 12 are quick
as they can be
 Homework will be set on a
Friday. Completed tasks will
be due the following
Wednesday (unless special
projects are set).

INSET – 14.2.20



Half Term – 17.2.20 – 21.2.20



Church Trips – dates TBC
Learning Review Meetings for parents –
12.2.20 and 13.2.20

Maths
Areas of learning in Maths will include:
Online Safety
This is a useful app which could help you
keep your children safe online:
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/takecontrol/own-it-app








Negative numbers
Division
Calculating with fractions and decimals
Geometry
Measurement
Ratio and Proportion



To begin with, we will be using our senses to write
some winter poetry with a focus on personification.
Drawing inspiration from an anthology of stories of
survival, we will be writing recounts about Ernest
Shackleton’s fateful expedition to the South Pole.
Towards the end of the half term we will be writing
adventure narratives based on our learning about the
Polar Regions.

RE
Our big question this half term is ‘How can churches help
us to understand Christian belief?’ We will learn about
baptism and why Jesus chose to be baptised. We will
consider the different types of baptism and compare how
people are baptised in different churches. This will
include visits to St. Mary’s Church in Yapton and
Chichester Baptist Church. We will share more details
with you closer to the time.

