
Yapton C. of E. Primary School 
Home Learning Ideas –  
Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Book of the week: 
‘Flotsam’ by David Weisner 
At the start of the week, share this story together by watching 
this short video of the book: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MTKWnxzqvM 
You could pause it on each page and talk about what is happening 
in the pictures. 

English 
Remember to think carefully about 
what you are going to write before 
you start! Capital letters and full 
stops ARE important. Try to use 
some of the spellings and grammar rules that 
you have learnt this year so far in your writing.   

Maths 
Don’t forget to keep 
learning and practising your 
times tables on Times Tables 
Rock Stars. 

Science 
   World Oceans Day 
  Monday 8th June 2020  
This week we are going to be 
investigating the problem of plastic 
pollution and what we can do to stop it. 

Early Years 
Choose one of the strange underwater 
photograph pages from ‘Flotsam’ to look 
at in more detail. You could even use a 
magnifying glass to get a good look! What 
can you see? Can you write some super 
sentences to describe the picture? 

Early Years 
What maths questions could you ask about this 
picture? The possibilities are endless! 
e.g. How many people are on the beach?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Years 
What is plastic?  
How many things can you find that are made from 
plastic in your home? Can you sort your toys into plastic 
and non-plastic groups? 
What plastic food packaging can you find at home? 
Field Trip 
If you can visit the seaside this week, ask a grown up to help 
you safely carry out a plastic beach clean. 

Years 1 and 2 
Imagine you are the boy 
in the story, how would 
you feel about finding 
the camera and 
discovering all those weird and wonderful 
photographs?  
You could write a postcard to a friend in role 
as the boy. Describe your day at the beach and 
tell them all about your exciting adventure. 
Perhaps you could write the sequel to the 
story… what will happen with the girl that 
discovers the camera next?  

Years 1 and 2 
Choose a multiplication table that you are working on. 
Can you draw it out as an array of sea creatures or 
shells? 
 
Make a tally of all the plastic things that you and your 
family use in one day, including any plastic packaging. 
Who uses the most? How about who 
uses the least?  
What time of day / day of the week do 
you use the most plastic?  
 
 

Years 1 and 2 
Research 
Why do you think plastic can be harmful for sea creatures?  
How do you think plastic pollution happens? 
What can we do to stop plastic pollution? 
Field trip 
If you can visit the seaside this week, ask a grown up to help 
you safely carry out a plastic beach clean. How many pieces 
of plastic can you find?  
How do you think it ended up on the beach? 

Create 
Design a poster or leaflet explaining about how 
to stop plastic pollution in the oceans. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MTKWnxzqvM


Get Arty! 
Collect lots of pieces of plastic rubbish that 
you can cut up into small pieces e.g. 
carrier bags, crisp packets, drinking straws, 
cotton buds etc.  
Draw a large wave outline on a piece of 
paper and create a plastic pollution wave 
collage out of all the plastic rubbish pieces. 

 

 

 

 

Create your very own seaside themed 

wordless picture book, perhaps it could 

even teach people about plastic pollution. 

Geography 
If you do visit one of our local beaches you could: 
Sit on the sand or prom 
looking out to sea and 
draw a field sketch.  
Look at the many things 
around you at the beach, 
which ones are natural, 
and which are man-made? How do you know? 
Can you describe your surroundings using some of 
these key words: shore, sand, beach, coast, harbour? 

 
If you can’t get out to the seaside this week, you 
could ask a home grown-up to help you look at 
beaches around the World using Google Earth.  
 
Can you find Littlehampton or Bognor beach on a 
map? How will you know where to look? 

P.E 
Put on some seaside or ocean inspired music such as 
‘Aquarium’ from Carnival of the animals by Saint Saen 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4lmvXYRfa4 
Have a go at moving like one of the 
creatures in our story e.g. turtle, crab, 
squid or starfish. 
Perhaps you could create a sea dance, 
moving like the waves. You could even use 
scarves or sheets to create the effect of 
moving water.  

Outdoor Learning – At the beach 
Go rock pooling and see what different types of sea 
creatures you can identify. 
Build a sand city or make a sand sculpture. 
Write your name or even the whole alphabet in the sand or 
out of pebbles. 
Go beach combing and see what flotsam you can find on the 
shoreline. 
If you can’t get to the beach- why not make your own 
pretend beach at home? You could use blankets for the sea 
and the sand. 

History 
Can you investigate what is the same and what 
is different about a seaside holiday you might 
go on today and one people may have had in 
the Victorian times? What were Bognor and 
Littlehampton beaches like in Victorian times? 
You could make a model of a Victorian bathing 
hut, design and build your very own 
spectacular Victorian 
pier or even put on a 
Punch and Judy show!  

Music 
 Learn some seaside themed songs such as ‘Oh 

I do like to be beside the seaside’ 

 Watch this beautiful plastic pollution themed 
music video by Novo Amor: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGslEc
mVurg 
Could you be inspired to write your own 
ocean rescue song? 

 Compose a musical soundtrack to accompany 
our book of the week ‘Flotsam’, using musical 
instruments you have at home or anything 
you can turn into one instead!  

Share your work with your teachers 
Don’t forget to share your work. You can send it to 
the school office email, or you can Tweet it to your 
class Twitter account. 
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