
Yapton C. of E. Primary School 
Home Learning Ideas 
Year 3 & 4 

Inspiration for the week:  ANCIENT WONDERS 
 

English: Remember to think carefully about what you are going to 
write before you start! Capital letters and full stops ARE important. 
Remember to use spelling and grammar rules that you have learnt this 
year so far in your writing.   

Maths: Remember to draw a margin in your Maths books on the 
left-hand side of the page and to use a ruler when you are drawing 
lines. It is also important that you form each digit correctly and only 
put one digit in each square.   
  Reading 

 
Writing 

Session 1:  
Read the poem that has been 
uploaded onto Google Classroom 
for you.  
It is written by Kit Wright 
Answer the ERIC questions in 
your book 
If you find reading tricky, answer 
the questions in the first column. 
 

Session 1:  
Listen to Kit Wright reading his poem on the 
following clip 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkpmhy
c 
Read along with the version on Google 
Classroom.  
Q. What do you notice about each verse? Q. 
Are any verses set out differently?  Q. How 
many lines are in each verse? 
On a piece of plain paper draw at least 10 
things that you might find in a Magic Box 
found in an Ancient Egyptian tomb or 
pyramid.  
Around each thing write descriptive words 

and phrases that you might want to use in 

your poem.  

 

Session 1:  
Today you will be learning about translation. This is when a point or a whole 

shape moves by the same distance in a given direction. Here is an example: 

 

Read the uploaded PDF introduction with an adult and make sure you 

understand how to translate a point. There is also a full lesson on translation 

here: To Describe Movement Between Positions as Translations of a Given Unit 

Left/Right or Up/Down 1 (thenational.academy) 

When you are ready, look at the animal translation sheet that was uploaded to 
Google Classroom today. There are three levels of task for you to choose from.  
Start with the MEDIUM (2**) task with an adult.  
 
If you find Maths tricky, try the MILD (1*) task instead.  
If you would like a challenge, try both the MEDIUM (2**) and SPICY (3***) tasks! 
There are also extra translation activities uploaded if you would like to use them.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkpmhyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkpmhyc
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-describe-movement-between-positions-as-translations-of-a-given-unit-leftright-or-updown-1-65h36t?step=2&activity=video
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-describe-movement-between-positions-as-translations-of-a-given-unit-leftright-or-updown-1-65h36t?step=2&activity=video


Session 2: 
Use a thesaurus (or an online 
thesaurus) to find synonyms 
(words which mean the same 
thing) for these words. 
Remember, a thesaurus is in 
alphabetical order like a 
dictionary. It helps you to choose 
and use better vocabulary.  
 
nice 
pretty 
strong 
small 
big 
strange 

Session 2:  
Today you are going to write your verses of 
what you would put in your magic box.  
Start each verse with the words  
I will put in the box 
* 
* 
* 
Then add three things you would add. 
Use some of the words you found in the 
reading task this morning to improve 
descriptions. You can also use a thesaurus 
while you are writing to help you write 
amazing sentences.  
If you find writing tricky, write 2 verses for this 
part of your poem. Start a new line for each new 
idea and check that your sentence makes 
sense.  
If you would like a challenge, write at least 3 
verses for this part of your poem. Really think 
about how you are describing each item.  
Remember we have learnt about similes (as … 
as) and alliteration (each word starts with the 
same sound) which you could include.  
Remember to start a new line for each new idea 
and re read each sentence to check it makes 
sense before moving on. 

Session 2:   
Today you will be learning more about translation and will find out how to 

translate 2D shapes rather than just a point. Here is an example: 

 

 

Watch this video and discuss it with an adult.  

Identifying, describing & representing the position of a shape following a 

translation (thenational.academy) 

 
Once you are confident how to translate a shape, have a look at the MEDIUM 
task that has been uploaded. Ask an adult to look at it with you. Can you solve 
the questions on it? 
 
If you find Maths tricky, try the MILD task instead. This is a practical task and will 
involve you cutting out shapes and translating (moving) them on a grid. 
 
If you would like a challenge, try the SPICY 1 task. There is also a SPICY 2 task if 

you feel like an extra challenge!  

 

Session 3: 
Read a book of your choice. 
Complete one of the Reading 
Choice activities from the grid in 
the back of your reading journal. 

Session 3:  
Today you are going to write the verse to 
explain what your box is fashioned from 
(made of) and a final verse.  
Start this verse with the words 
My box is fashioned from….. 
 
Try to think of unusual and peculiar things to 
create the box itself, beautiful decoration and 
designs and its hinges. 
 
For your final verse be as creative as you like! 

Session 3:  
Today you are going to think about all the work that you have completed so far in 

this unit.  With an adult, look through your Maths book and discuss what you 

have learnt, as well as any areas where you feel less confident. Today you will 

have the chance to practise some of these questions again. 

Have a look at the MEDIUM tasks with an adult. These include a range of 
questions, including shading squares, coordinates and translation.  
 
You could print the questions out, cut them up, stick them in your books and 
solve them. Or you could just look at the questions on the screen and then write 
the answers in your Maths book.  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/identifying-describing-and-representing-the-position-of-a-shape-following-a-translation-6wtkjc
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/identifying-describing-and-representing-the-position-of-a-shape-following-a-translation-6wtkjc


What can you do in your box? Where can your 
box take you? 
If you find writing tricky, write 1 verse today 
explaining what your box is made from. Start a 
new line for each new idea and check that your 
sentence makes sense.  
If you would like a challenge, really think about 
how you are describing each item.  Remember 
we have learnt about similes (as … as) and 
alliteration (each word starts with the same 
sound) which you could include.  
Remember to start a new line for each new idea 
and re read each sentence to check it makes 
sense before moving on. Use a thesaurus to 
help you use impressive vocabulary.  

 
If you find Maths tricky, try the MILD task instead.  
If you would like a challenge, try the SPICY 1 questions.  
 

Session 4:  
Listen to Kit Wright reading his 
poem on the following clip 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/c
lips/zkpmhyc 
Q. How does he make it exciting 
for the listener? Q.  
  

Session 4:  
For today’s learning, please publish your poem 
with illustrations to show all of the amazing 
things that it contains inside. Use the poem 
we have shared with you to get ideas about 
how to present your work, but as always, it is 
up to you how you publish your work.  
 
When you have published your poem today, 
rehearse and then perform it for someone in 
your house.  
Perhaps they could record you and send it to 
us to watch too. 
 

Session 4:  
This is your final session on grid references, directions, 
coordinates and translations. You will need to either draw a 
grid like the ones you have been using throughout this topic 
or print one of the grids from Google Classrooms that we 
have uploaded for you.  
 

You then need to create your own map over it with lots of 
objects, places and names at certain coordinates. Make sure 
you draw or write these where the lines cross e.g at (4,5) or 
at (2, 6).  You then need to write some questions about your 
map for someone else at home to solve! 

 
MEDIUM: include questions such as, ‘What can be found at (2 3)?’ or ‘What are 
the coordinates of the cave?’ Also try, ‘If you were standing at (4,5) and went 
three squares across on the map, what are your new coordinates?’ 
If you find Maths tricky, just include questions such as, ‘What can be found at (2 
3)?’ or ‘What are the coordinates of the cave?’ 
If you would like a challenge, as well as the questions listed above, think about 
how you could involve translation in your questions.  You may also want to 
explore ways in which you could use compass directions in your work. Have fun! 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkpmhyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkpmhyc


Spelling Practice 
This week we are going to be looking at word families.  These can 
be words that are grouped together because they share a spelling 
pattern, words which are made from the same root word or words 
which share a job (e.g. adjectives, adverbs) Please see the 
assignments uploaded to Google Classroom for more details. 
 
Session 1 : introductory video and task 
Session 2 : complete the PowerPoint and tasks within it 
Session 3 : word family challenge cards 
Session 4: silly sentences using word families. 
 

Times Tables Practice 
Here is a suggested week of activities that you could follow: 
 
Session 1: 
Sing and dance along with BBC Supermovers @ Times tables collection - BBC Teach 
 
Session 2:  
Play some x-tables games together at home.  Here are some ideas: 

1. Bingo. Your child picks six answers to questions involving the table you are working on and is 
then asked questions such as 5x6, 7x3, or “how may fives are in twenty?” When your child 
spots that their answer matches a question, they can cross off their numbers until they have 
all gone. Bingo! 

2. Times table doughnuts. Your child should know how we use these and 
they are very easy to make at home. Write the times table in the 
middle and the answers around the outside. 

3. Speed tables. How quickly can tables be answered? 
4. Dice tables (roll 2 dice, add them together and multiply by whatever table you are working 

on.)  
There are so many ways the times tables can be turned into a game. If you think of some fantastic 
ideas, please let us know! 
 
Session 3: 
Practise your understanding of the times tables using TTRS. If you have 
forgotten your username or password, please email 
TTRS@yaptonschool.org  
 
Session 4: 
Have fun working on those multiplication questions using websites such as: 
Times tables Speed Test X - Timestables.co.uk 
Hit the Button - Quick fire maths practice for 5-11 year olds (topmarks.co.uk) 
 
 

PSHE 
This week, we are learning about the importance of a balanced 
diet in order to give us enough energy to be active and to keep 
us healthy. Look at the healthy food plate attached and create a 
balanced menu for the day. Your menu must include breakfast, 
lunch and dinner a mid-morning snack and a dessert. You could 
draw pictures to accompany your menu or even make the food 
with your family. You must explain how your menu is balanced 
and healthy. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/times-table-collection/z4vv6v4
mailto:TTRS@yaptonschool.org
https://www.timestables.co.uk/speed-test/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


Science 
 
This week, we are learning about what happens to food when it enters 
our mouths and we chew it. Think carefully about the last thing that 
you ate – what steps were involved before you swallowed the food? 
Create a simple flowchart like the example below, describing each 
step. 

 
Then, take a bite of a piece of bread and chew it for 1 minute 
but don’t swallow. How has the bread changed? What has 
happened? What is the liquid called that has mixed in with the 
food? How has hat changed the taste and texture of the bread? 
Leave the ball of food in your mouth for three minutes and then 
observe its taste again. You should be able to detect a sweeter 
taste due to a chemical change involving your saliva. Swallow 
the bread and immediately eat another piece – does the bread 
now taste sweeter?  
 
Click on the links below to learn more about what happens 
when we chew food and it mixes with our saliva.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z2rx
b82 (there is an activity and a quiz on here to complete too) 
 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/general-
science/your-digestive-system/ (only read the section about the 
mouth) 
 
Then draw a new and improved flowchart and see if you can 
include some of the scientific vocabulary below: 
 
‘chemical’, ‘enzyme’, ‘digests’, ‘sugar’, ‘saliva’ 

Art 
Last week you made a Mummy 
Case.  This week you will create the 
Mummy to go inside.  Instructions 
will be uploaded to Google 
Classroom.  You will need these 
materials: 

 kitchen foil 

 paper towel 

 cling film 

 white glue 

RE 
Watch this video of The Parable of the Two builders: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6S3cRVLMFQ 
What did Jesus mean about ‘building’ wisely? How might 

Jesus ‘be’ wisdom for Christians?  Talk to someone at home 

about these questions: Is knowing what you should do the 

same as being wise or do you need to act on it too? What 

impact might this have on Jews and Christians? Which pieces 

of wisdom are difficult to hear? 

Activity- Write an acrostic poem using the word ‘WISDOM’, 

explaining your own personal response to the concept of 

wisdom – what it’s for & where you find it. 

 

History 
Why was the River Nile so important to Ancient 
Egyptians? 
Watch this video to find out why the Nile is so important 
to Ancient Egyptians: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0hE1OxVtZA 
The four main reasons: 
Farming- The Nile flooded each year and created fertile 
soil enabling farmers to grow crops 
Food- Fish and birds lived in and around the Nile, and 
were hunted for food by the Egyptians 
Transport- The easiest form of transport in Ancient Egypt 
was by boat 
Trade- Ancient Egyptians would send goods by boat to 
trade with people from other lands 
Activity- Draw a picture of the Nile, adding pictures and 
words to explain why it was so important to Ancient 
Egyptians. 
 

PE 
 
We are looking at setting ourselves 
challenges to increase our stamina. This 
week, we are looking at running/jogging.  
*Go outside and place a marker (some sort 
of object) about 10 metres in front of you.  
*Your task is to run towards the marker 
and then back to your starting point as 
many times as you can.  
*Before you start, write down/tell an adult 
how many you think you can do without 
stopping.  
*Complete the runs as many times as you 
can and make sure either you or a family 
member counts how many runs you do. 
*Compare it to your predicted number of 
runs – did you complete more or less runs?  
*How did it make you feel? 
*Do you want to change your target 
number to more or less runs? 
*Repeat the activity and see if you can beat 
your new prediction. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z2rxb82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z2rxb82
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/general-science/your-digestive-system/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/general-science/your-digestive-system/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6S3cRVLMFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0hE1OxVtZA


 

Please record all of your English and Maths learning in your Home Learning Journals.  Your teacher will collect these in when you return to school. Please remember to draw 

a margin in your maths book whenever you start a new page and ALWAYS present your work neatly.  

Remember to check your Google Classroom each day for the option to send photographs of your assignments. Your teacher will send feedback once they have 

received your photographs.  

 

 

 

 

 


