
Yapton C of E Primary School 

Reading Policy 

 

English at Yapton C of E Primary School is a rich, inspiring curriculum in its own right, but also 

provides skills which open the door to the depth and breadth of our curriculum as a whole.  

 

Aims 

At Yapton C of E Primary School, we want our children to: 

 Read confidently and fluently and seek to acquire knowledge independently. 

 Develop a lifelong enjoyment of reading, taking genuine pleasure from what they 

read. 

 Develop the reading skills they need to access all areas of the curriculum. 

 Understand the meaning of what they read and what is read to them. 

 Make responses to what they read and have the ability to justify those responses. 

 Become immersed in other worlds…both real and imagined! 

We aim to build a community of readers and therefore we expect adults to model and 

communicate a love of reading by planning engaging shared and guided reading 

opportunities. 

 

How is reading taught at Yapton C of E Primary School? 

Reading is not simply the decoding of the words on the page but involves the ability to read 

and understand a wide range of different texts, including fiction, non-fiction, poetry, real 

world texts such as labels, captions, lists and environmental print.  

Children should be taught the following skills: 

 To read aloud fluently with expression. 

 To read for knowledge and meaning.  

 To read a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry material. 

 To use a range of strategies for reading, including: 

- Phonics (identifying letters and their sounds and blending them together) 

- Visual (whole word recognition and analogy with known words) 

- Contextual (use of picture and background knowledge) 

- Grammatical (knowing which words and sentences make sense) 

 To recognise vocabulary, grammar and literary devices in texts which can be used 

effectively in their own writing. 

 

 



The Reading Curriculum 

Reading is taught daily throughout the school and the curriculum is designed to be progressive 

and challenging for all learners. Teachers will plan to support children where necessary and 

challenge children who grasp the curriculum quickly.  

Phonics Teaching 

Please see the phonics policy.  

Whole Class Guided Reading 

Whole Class Guided Reading is a method of teaching reading that is implemented in Key Stage 

2. During whole class guided reading, children access a high-quality text with appropriate 

levels of support and challenge. Discussion of a text should help children to reach a deeper 

understanding of what they have read. Whole class guided reading should have a specific 

focus and all abilities should be included in discussions, supported by the use of differentiated 

questions. 

The teacher should model reading skills through the use of the VIPERS reading method.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIPERS is a handy method of making the reading focus accessible to pupils. We use this 

approach in guided reading and follow up comprehension work. 

In Key Stage 2, a unit of whole class guided reading follows this structure: 

Session 1 – Vocabulary (varied, engaging activities designed to enable children to explore and 

understand new vocabulary)  

Session 2 – Comprehension VIPERS questions (focusing on a particular reading skill where 

appropriate)  

Session 3- Test-style questions (enabling children to develop the skills to answer test 

questions) 

Session 4 – Reading response task (an activity planned to enable children to express their 

views and understanding of what they have read)  

Independent Reading  

Children are given the opportunity and encouragement to read independently in order to 

build confidence, stamina and fluency, as well as develop their experience of a range of books 



and authors. In each year group, there will be timetabled opportunities for periods of whole 

class or paired reading several times a week.  

Teachers will hear individual children read independently at least once a fortnight and record 

their assessment on individual reading record sheets.  

 

The Reading Environment  

Classrooms and all school areas should provide a rich environment to promote the 

importance of reading. Reading displays should form a part of that environment. All classes 

should have welcoming, interactive book corner and our school library is a place in which all 

children can access a range of high quality texts in a stimulating environment.  

 

Celebrating Reading 

Reading is celebrated at Yapton C of E Primary School through the use of Reading Champions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Champions is a reward system created with the support of the pupils’ own ideas. 

Children are rewarded by their teacher with a Reading Champion Certificate for a variety of 

positive reading achievements. Certificates are displayed in the child’s classroom alongside a 

pupil voice comment explaining why the child feels they are a Reading Champion.  

 

 

 


