
Yapton C of E Primary School 

Writing Policy 

 

At Yapton C of E Primary School, we believe that the ability to write with confidence and 

accuracy is an essential life skill. Writing is a complex process that draws upon more than 

handwriting and spelling. It is the ability to effectively communicate ideas, information and 

opinions through the printed word in a wide range of contexts. Successful writers understand 

the characteristics of writing in order to use different genres appropriately, matching it to 

audience and purpose. Writing also requires the writer to understand and accurately apply 

the conventions of syntax, spelling and punctuation. We aim to equip children with the skills 

necessary to achieve this, throughout the curriculum. 

Our aims are for all children to: 

 Write with confidence, clarity and imagination 

 Understand and apply their knowledge of phonics and spelling 

  Understand how to write in a range of genres (including fiction, non-fiction and 

poetry) 

 Use the appropriate style, structure and features of a genre 

  Plan, draft, edit and improve their own work, and learn how to self- and peer-assess 

against the success criteria 

 Develop a technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their 

writing 

 Develop their imagination, creativity and language through their writing 

 

Teaching and learning of writing across the school 

Writing at Yapton C of E Primary School is taught and celebrated in a range of ways, and is 

taught daily across the school across a range of subjects. We aim, wherever possible, to create 

cross-curricular writing opportunities, as we believe that in order for children to see 

themselves as successful writers they need to be involved in writing for a purpose. We follow 

the National Curriculum (2014) which ensures that a range of genres are covered, including 

narrative (e.g. extended stories, stories by the same author, myths and legends, adventure 

stories and traditional stories), non-fiction (e.g. persuasive texts, non-chronological reports, 

information texts, recounts, reports and letters) and poetry (e.g. rhyme, nonsense rhymes, 

shape poems, acrostic and descriptive poetry).  

Teachers plan English in learning journey units, led by a high-quality text and supported by 

real life experiences. At the beginning of each writing journey, we provide the children with a 

creative ‘hook’ to immerse them in the subject of their writing. We believe that this enhances 

the children’s imaginations and enthusiasm for writing. Each learning journey is based upon 

a high-quality text which offers as a model for the children’s own writing. Throughout each 



writing journey, the links between reading and writing are made explicit – we read as writers 

and we write as readers.  

Each class uses Ideas Books in a developmentally appropriate way to enable children to create 

their own valuable source of experiences, vocabulary, grammar and planning for each writing 

unit. The children consider the genre of the writing, drawing upon discussion of the purpose, 

form and audience of the writing. As part of the writing journey, success criteria is identified 

and share with children in the form of a Writer’s Toolbelt. In the Early Years and KS1, the 

process is presented to the children with the support of visual ‘construction vehicles’ in order 

indicate each part of the writing journey.   

During the drafting process, the teacher models the thought processes as a writer. They 

model strategies in front of the children, communicating the writing skills that are being used. 

Teachers may model writing skills such as oral rehearsal of sentences, vocabulary selection, 

sentence construction and use of punctuation and grammar. Opportunities for editing and 

improving written work are planned for and children are encouraged to reflect on their 

successes and areas for development. As they progress through primary school, children are 

encouraged to take an increased responsibility for editing their work with the reader in mind.  

Often, children are given the opportunity to publish their writing in a meaningful way that 

they have chosen themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


